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Report: Gathering of Togo  

"What kind of the country is Togo?" 

                 

Le drapeau national

トーゴの旗は4色になっている

赤は独立に流した血

緑が植物

黄色が勇気

白の星が希望を表すものです。       
 
NPO Forum Partners held a program, "What kind of the country is Togo?" , 
which introduced the Republic of Togo under cooperation with Togo Embassy 
from 13:00 pm on Wednesday February 27th at "Core" located in Makuhari 
Bay Town. The number of visitors was 60. People who are attached to or 
interested in Togo participated in this program. They were from various 
areas: Besides Chiba pref. Hyogo, Hokkaido, Kanagawa, Saitama and Tokyo. 
With kind support of Togo Embassy, we applied usage of the logo to TICAD 
(Tokyo International Conference on African Development), and got the 
approval as a result. Because of this, we received information preliminarily 
from JICA and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan that the program had got 
the approval of TICAD. 
 
An address by Mr. Bodjona, a Temporary Deputy Ambassador of Togo 
Embassy: 
Mr. Bodjona, the ambassador would make a sudden official trip to Singapore, 
so he couldn't attend the opening of the event. Mr. Jules Kankoe ADUAYOM, 
a public relations officer read a message for the Ambassador in French. And 
Mr. Kaneoka, the chairman of Japan-Togo Friendship Association read the 
message for the Ambassador in Japanese. However, since the flight to 
Singapore was cancelled, the Ambassador suddenly came to the venue from 
Narita Airport and gave an address. On the occasion, it was emphasized that 
"Togo is a smile of Africa" is a slogan of the Embassy. 
 
Introduction of the culture of the Republic of Togo: 
Using PowerPoint freely, Mr. Jules Kankoe ADUAYOM, the public relations 
officer introduced Togo. Togo has 6.6 million population, and its land area is 
approx one seventh of the Japanese land. Togo has been awarded 
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nonpermanent seats on the Security Council from 2012, and its development 
is noticed recently in West Africa. At first, introduction of the basic data of 
Togo, its economy, industry, sightseeing, communications, ethnic music, 
dancing, and relationship with Japan was made. And then, a comparative 
analysis was made regarding daily life for the following matters: leisure time, 
sports, meal, the difference of common practices between Togo and Japan, 
and concept of values and moral.  
 
They usually eat meals by hands in Togo. The same manner is common in 
many Asian countries. They don't seem to eat perishables, however, it is said 
that they eat dogs and cats. It is their custom that they do not make up out 
side in Togo. So, when they see young Japanese girls making up in the trains, 
they feel odd. Weekend: They enjoy with their families on Sunday. They have 
wholesome recreations like sports, songs and dancing, which have become 
part of their life. It is said that there is so-called "Togo time". That means 
they are unpunctual. In fact, they are easygoing in such manner that they 
decide their time by looking at the solar position rather than a clock. 
Perhaps because of this custom, the presentation exceeded the scheduled 
time by 30 minutes. 
 
 

                
  
  Mr. Bodjona, the Ambassador                Introduction of Togo by 
  Mr. Jules Kankoe ADUAYOM,             Mr. Jules Kankoe ADUAYOM  
      an interpreter      
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2. Narrative story of Togo 
 
i) Mr. Yuichi Iwasaki: (A freelance writer) 
Mr. Iwasaki has placed a report of his daily life and personal contacts with 
Togo people during his stay in Togo in a mosaic magazine, and gave the 
magazine to every attendee beforehand. We understood that he spent his life 
in Togo with his attachment to Togo cuisine, its custom and culture. He 
insisted that the first step of internationalization is to face directly various 
things on site. 
 
ii) Mr. Yasuyuki Kaneoka: (The chairman of Japan-Togo Friendship 
Association) 
He established the Association on November 2011, and visited Togo for one 
week from February 11th. This time he came to the venue all the way from 
Takarazuka, and reported that there was a repair work of a well on site 
under support of JICA. We want to consider that our NPO will cooperate 
with the Association for its program expansion planning and expansion of 
the network. 
 
Tasting of Togo coffee provided by Togo Embassy was held at the subsequent 
coffee break. And, members of Togo Embassy brought posters of Togo, 
artifacts, which were displayed. Among them, embroidery and curving with 
particular kind of design had good reputation. We had planned to have "free 
talk", however, pleasant chat and Qs and As  with the affiliate members of 
Togo were continuously held at the same place of the "coffee break" until the 
termination time because of availability of the venue and time adjustment. 
 
Quite a few attendees wanted to have further exchange programs with Togo, 
and our NPO will discuss what kind program would be possible in the future 
with Togo Embassy and the Association.  
 
Period 
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Pictures of the congress were taken by Mr. Ishii and Mr. Saito. 
 
Pictures of the scenery of Togo were provided by the Embassy. 
 
A memo of the event of the day: Mr. Mekata (separately attached)  
 
 
Written by Masaru Ushiyama: 2013.03.03 
Translated by Kazuo Katayama: 2013.05.03 
 


