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Home Visit - Foreign Students from Bangladesh and China 
Welcomed 

 
Being joined with a program for foreign students' visits (one-day visit to 
Japanese home), I invited two foreign students to my home on Sunday, 
December 1st. The program is conducted by Education Center of Chiba 
University. We had a convivial party in which home-prepared food was 
served. Members and supporters of NPO Forum Partners and Mr. Ali and his 
family also joined in the party. Mr. Ali is a Pakistani and a director of the 
NPO. 
 
Mr. Utpal Kumar Karmakar who comes from Bangladesh has been staying 
only two months in Japan. Because of his short time stay in Japan he seemed 
to prefer to speak in English lather than Japanese. Furthermore, since he 
will stay in Japan 3.5 years to take graduate courses of pharmacy, he will 
bring over his family to Japan. 
 
Ms. Chang Tong is a teacher of homemaking course, who comes Beijing 
China. She has got married with her co-worker, and has a boy. She will stay 
in Japan 1.5 years from now.  
While we were listening to her story about her family in her home province, 
her back ground of Japanese language study, a comparison between Japan 
and China, her impression of Japan, study in the university, her daily life in 
Japan, her hobby, her dream in the future, we had a pleasant chat for 
understanding different cultures.  
 
We had a talk in Japanese as possible as we could. However, there were a 
couple things that we have to accommodate in a flexible and impromptu 
manner, because of the language level difference of the two persons and food 
restriction due to the religion. We had a lot of things to study as a host.   
 
Followings are snapshots of the party.  
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On the following day, I readily received a following letter of appreciation 
from Mr. Utpal Kumar Karmakar  
 
-Quote- 
Dear Ushiyama Masaru, 
Accept my greetings and convey my greetings to your wife and other two 
persons whom we met in your home. Hope you all are well. I am highly 
pleased to visit of your home and your entertainment. 
Japanese people are highly kind and helpful. Japan is a highly industrialized 
and rich country. Bangladesh is a poor country and many people in 
Bangladesh are highly poor especially outside Dhaka. 
I think that NPO-Forum Partners is a good organization. Have any rule of 
NPO-Forum Partners to help poor people in our country those live in outside 
Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
I am also from poor family. As you know, I was awarded the University Gold 
Medal from the Honorable President of Bangladesh for First Class First with 
Distinction in Pharmacy Discipline among all Disciplines of Life Science 
School, Khulna University, Bangladesh. 
I will live in Japan for 3.5 years to complete my PhD degree. I hope I would 
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get any type of help from you in Japan. 
Regards 
-Unquote- 
 
Their motivation to acquire Japanese language is high, but their economic 
lives seem to be difficult. In addition, they also seem to spend a lot of time for 
their studies, however, I want them to learn Japanese custom and knowledge 
at an early date so that they can enjoy their Japanese lives. 
 
My 36 years abidance in foreign countries reminds me kind hospitality I 
received from the local people. From my experience, I am convinced that we 
should make our efforts to have them become not only pro-Japanese people 
but also Japanophiles who have favorable memories through various 
experiences.  
 
 
Written by Masaru Ushiyama: 2012.12.3 
Translated by Kazuo: 2013. 1. 6   


